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VIAC – Questionnaire for Arbitrators 

1. Name: Zachary S. O’Dell 

2. Citizenship:  U.S.A. 

3. Contact information: 

Address: Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP, Neue Mainzer Str. 52, D-60311 Frankfurt 
Telephone: +49 69 97103 128 
Fax: +49 69 97103 199 
E-Mail: zodell@cgsh.com 
Website: www.clearygottlieb.com | www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/zachary-s-odell 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/zachary-odell/ 

4. Current position: 

Associate 

5. Education: 

Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, IL (Juris Doctor (J.D.), magna cum laude, Order of the 
Coif, 2014);  

Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, IL (Master of Laws (LL.M) in International Human 
Rights, with honors, 2014);  

University of Maryland, College Park, MD (Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), Criminology and Criminal Justice, 
summa cum laude, 2007) 

6. Practiced experience in arbitration 
• How many arbitrations have you participated in (domestic/international); under which Rules? 

I have acted as counsel in approx. 10 international arbitration proceedings under, inter alia, the ICC, 
SCC, and Swiss Rules, seated in Vienna, Paris, London, Geneva, Zurich, and Stockholm and governed 
by English, Swiss, Italian, Greek, Iraqi, Brazilian and Algerian law 

• How often have you acted as Chairman? None 
 

• How often have you acted as Sole Arbitrator? None 
 

• How often have you acted as Co-Arbitrator? None 
 

• How often have you acted as Counsel? Approx. 10 proceedings 
 

• How often have you acted in a different function (e.g. Administrative Secretary)? None 
 

7. Publications and other activities in arbitration (e.g. training sessions, seminars, conferences, articles 
and others): 

Books / Commentaries 

• “Why Arbitrate International IP Disputes” in GLOBAL ARBITRATION REVIEW: THE GUIDE TO IP 
ARBITRATION, 1ST ED. (2021, J.V.H. Pierce and P. Gunter, eds.), co-author with David H. Herrington 
and Leila Mgaloblishvili 

http://www.clearygottlieb.com/
http://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/zachary-s-odell
http://www.linkedin.com/in/zachary-odell/
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Articles 

• “2020 Revision of the IBA Rules on the Taking of Evidence in International Arbitration,” Cleary 
Gottlieb Alert Memo, February 17, 2021 

• “The Revised Swiss International Arbitration Act – Key Changes and Developments,” Cleary 
Gottlieb Alert Memo, January 14, 2021 

• “International Arbitration in the Time of COVID-19: Navigating the Evolving Procedural Features 
and Practices of Leading Arbitral Institutions,” Cleary Gottlieb Alert Memo, July 10, 2020 

• “U.S. District Court Denies Section 1782 Discovery for Use in DIS Arbitration, Highlighting 
Deepening Circuit Split on Statute’s Applicability to Private Commercial Arbitrations,” Cleary 
Gottlieb Alert Memo, April 3, 2020 

• “The Prague Rules and the Myth of a Civil Law Panacea,” New York Dispute Resolution Lawyer, 
Spring 2019, co-author with Ferdinando Emanuele, Carlo Santoro, and Ari D. MacKinnon 

• “U.S. Discovery in German Litigation – an Underestimated Option,” Cleary Gottlieb Alert Memo, 
February 19, 2019 

• “The New United Arab Emirates Arbitration Law: A Step Toward Modernization with Continuing 
Uncertainties,” Cleary Gottlieb Alert Memo, June 4, 2018 

• “The New York Convention and Insolvency,” Revista de Arbitragem e Mediação (Brazil), June 
2016, co-author with Richard Kreindler and Nicole Rothe 

Lectures 

• U.S. Written & Oral Advocacy, Philipps University Marburg (Winter 2021) 

• German & International Arbitration, Goethe University Frankfurt (Institute for Law and Finance) 
(Summer 2018) 

Other Selected Activities 

• Gender Champion, DIS-ERA Pledge Gender Champion Initiative (2020-present) 

• Arbitrator, Vis Moot Day, Cleary Gottlieb, Frankfurt (2016-present) 

• Led multi-day client training seminar to in-house counsel on issues in international arbitration 
law, practice and selected issues 

8. Membership in arbitral institutions / functions in arbitral institutions/organizations: 

• Swiss Arbitration Association (Association Suisse de l’Arbitrage  – ASA) Below 40 

• DIS40, German Arbitration Institute (Deutsche Institution für Schiedsgerichtsbarkeit – DIS) 

• International Chamber of Commerce Young Arbitrators Forum (ICC YAF) 

• Young International Arbitration Group (YIAG) of the London Court of International Arbitration 

9. Languages 
Mother tongue: English 

https://www.clearygottlieb.com/-/media/files/alert-memos-2021/2020-revision-of-the-iba-rules-on-the-taking-of-evidence-in-international-arbitration.pdf
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/news-and-insights/publication-listing/the-revised-swiss-international-arbitration-act--key-changes-and-developments
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=F1CD7201A46C481EAD65AD1831456BC9&_z=z
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=F1CD7201A46C481EAD65AD1831456BC9&_z=z
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=1DDDF95E003E42858596922389066ABA&_z=z
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=1DDDF95E003E42858596922389066ABA&_z=z
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=C153A7E5E1E84D1EB1A0F049ED81CAB2&_z=z
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=85457564384943748DAE2B2564E94AFE&_z=z
https://www.clearygottlieb.com/professionals/%7E/link.aspx?_id=85457564384943748DAE2B2564E94AFE&_z=z


- 3 - 

Working languages (i.e. languages in which you have both a spoken and written command so that 
you may conduct arbitral proceedings in this language): n/a (other: Romanian (passive proficiency)) 

10. In which legal systems have you trained? 

 Civil Law X Common Law 

 Austrian Law  Hungarian Law  Swiss Law 

 Czech Law  Polish Law  Ukrainian Law 

 German Law   Slovakian Law   European Law  

X Other: Public International Law 

11. What is your main jurisdiction of practice? 

International commercial arbitration seated in various global jurisdictions 

12. In which jurisdictions are you admitted to the bar? 

New York, U.S.A. 

13. Special expertise or specializations (please list a maximum of five): 

 Antitrust/Unfair competition  Damages  Insolvency  Power plants 

 Aviation  Distribution  Insurance  X Private Intern. Law 

 Banking & Finance  Domain name disputes  Intellect. property (IP)  Public Intern. Law 

 Capital markets  Employment  ISDS/ Foreign invest.  Real estate 

 CISG X Energy  Joint ventures  Shipping 

 Civil fraud disputes  Engineering  Licensing  Sports 

X Commercial disp. / transactions  Entertainment  Life sciences  State/Public contracts 

 Commodity market  Healthcare & Pharmac.  Maritime arbitration  Technology 

X Company/Corporate/M&A  Hotel/Gastro./Tour.  Media  Telecommunication 

X Construction  Inform. technology (IT)  Mining  Transport 

 Contract law  Infrastructure  Natural resources  

 Other ______________________________________ 

14. Date of birth: August 13, 1985 
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VIAC offers arbitration practitioners the possibility to present themselves on its website. VIAC reserves the 
right to publish any presentations submitted and to remove it as the case may be. Parties are free to 
nominate an arbitrator of their choice and so is the VIAC Board when appointing an arbitrator. These 
presentations do not constitute recommendations but may assist the parties in choosing an arbitrator 
willing to conduct proceedings according to the Vienna Rules. The fact that an arbitration practitioner 
appears on this list, does not authorize this person to use the title "VIAC-arbitrator". 

X I have completed this questionnaire to the above to the best of my knowledge and believe they are 
accurate. 

X I hereby consent that the data provided in this questionnaire may be processed for the appointment of 
arbitrators and published by VIAC. This includes in particular publication on the website of VIAC as well as 
use in any presentations, etc. This consent may be withdrawn at any time by contacting VIAC at our general 
contacts, in particular by email addressed to office@viac.eu. The consequence of any such withdrawal will 
be that my data will no longer be processed by VIAC. For further information, see our privacy statement at 
http://www.viac.eu. 
 
______________________ ______________________ 
 Date  and  Signature 

http://www.viac.eu/en/privacy-statement

